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The Twilight Zone original TV series was a great “word” program.  Rod Serling was a master of the metaphor and a surgeon of the simile.  He would take words and mold and shape them into short stories – vignettes that would bring home a point with a crash.  Take a look a one of Serlings figurative passages here, from Time Enough At Last (November 20, 1959).


Witness Mr. Henry Bemis, a charter member in the fraternity


of dreamers.  A bookish little man whose passion is the 


printed page but who is conspired against by a bank 


president and a wife and a world full of tongue-cluckers and


the unrelenting hands of a clock.  But in just a moment Mr.


Bemis will enter a world without bank presidents or wives or

clocks or anything else.  He’ll have a world all to himself –


without anyone.


The imagination just bubbles over.  It’s no wonder Serling was able to grab his audience from the start of the show and hold them through all the commercials – even in black and white.


Years ago as a young English teacher I decided to use some of the television shows in my classroom as part of a vocabulary curriculum.  I knew it would work because kids love the mysterious, they love television, and they love it when words stop and make them think.  Even if it doesn’t seem so on a daily basis.  If you listen to the shows as well as look at them, you will notice a very common vocabulary used in very uncommon ways


Each of the lessons below consists of three parts.

· A Study Guide for students to use and complete either during or after viewing the program

· A Vocabulary list of words that either appear in the program or can be associated with actions in the program

· A vocabulary quiz or suggested exercise based on the list presented

Study Guide #1: Nightmare At 20,000 Feet

Portrait of a frightened man:  Mr. Robert Wilson, thirty-seven, husband, father, and salesman on sick leave.  Mr. Wilson has just been discharged from a sanitarium where he spent the last six months recovering from a nervous breakdown, the onset of which took place on an evening not dissimilar to this one, on an airliner very much like the one in which Mr. Wilson is about to be flown home – the difference being that, on that evening half a year ago, Mr. Wilson’s flight was terminated by the onslaught of his mental breakdown.  Tonight, he’s traveling all the way to his appointed destination which, contrary to Mr. Wilson’s plan, happens to be in the darkest corner of the Twilight Zone.

(This aired October 11, 1963.  The story was written by Richard Matheson and starred William Shatner as Bob Wilson)

1.
Why is Bob’s wife sleep at the start of the flight?

2.
What seems to be the flight conditions the first time Bob looks out the window?

3.
What does Bob tell the stewardess that he sees on the wing?

4.
What does Bob’s wife give him to relax?

5.
What does Bob see when he opens the curtain the second time?

6.
What seems to happen to the creature any time someone else looks?

7.
What does the creature try to open?

8.
What is the word that Bob uses to tell his wife what is out on the wing?

9.
Does Bob assume this creature to be male or female?

10.
Finish the quote from Bob:


“Do I look _________?

11.
What does Bob mean when he tells his wife not to patronize him?

12.
What does Bob ask his wife to tell the pilots to at least do for him?

13.
Why doesn’t his wife get to explain to the pilot?

14.
Why doesn’t the second pill affect Bob?

15.
Why does Bob drop his cigarettes on the floor?

16.
How does Bob finally get rid of the creature?

17.
What does the pilot assume Bob was trying to do when he opened the window?

18.
Why will Bob be believed in the end?

Vocabulary List for Twilight Zone Nightmare at 20,000 Feet

It might be best to give your students this list to study before showing the program.  As you watch the Twilight Zone episode, see if you can find ways of applying the following word list to the actions and behaviors of the characters in the story. affluent wealthy


assuage 

lessen

butte


isolated, steep-sided hill 

complacent 

self-satisfied; calm 

desultory 

aimless 

dissertation 

formal essay 

exodus 

departure 

genteel 

polite and refined 

inebriated 

drunken

introspective

given to examining One’s own thoughts 

martinet 

strict disciplinarian

oblivion

lack of awareness

pillory


wooden frame with holes for confining the head and hands 

provocation 

cause for anger

revoke 

withdraw 

tacit 


quiet; unspoken

As a homework assignment, you might have the students write a descriptive sentence using each of the above words, as it pertains to the program.  For example they might come up with:  Bob’s wife tried to assuage his anxiety during the flight.

Study Guide #2: The Monsters Are Due On Maple Street

The Twilight Zone

“The Monsters Are Due On Maple Street”

First aired on television on March 4, 1960

Maple Street, US.A. Late summer: A tree-lined little road offront porch gliders, barbecues, the laughter of children, and the bell of an ice-cream vendor. At the sound of the roar and the flash of light, it will be precisely 6:43 P.M on Maple … This is Maple Street on a late Saturday afternoon, in the last calm and reflective moment —before the monsters came.

Rod Serling Introduction

Answer the following questions of observation as you watch the film:

1.
What is the number of the street corner where the Maple Street post is placed?

2.
What is the first disturbing event that grabs the neighbors’ attention?

3.
What is the first sign of some disturbance in the neighborhood?

4.
What is peculiar about Steve’s car?

5.
What does Tommy suggest is the cause of all their problems?

6.
How do the neighbors treat his explanation, at first?

7.
What peculiar event happens with Les’s car?

8.
Who is the first neighbor to become suspect?

9.
How long have Les Goodman and his family lived on Maple Street?

10.
Does this make them any less likely to be the aliens?
11.
What activity does Les do that makes him even more suspect, according to the woman?

12.
What is Charlie drinking as he watches Les’s house?
13.
Whom does Charlie suggest might actually be the monster?
14.
What has Steve been working on that makes him suspicious?
15.
What stupid act does Charlie commit, in a moment of panic?

16.
What event happens that make the crowd think Charlie and his family might be the monsters?

17.
Whom does Charlie accuse of actually being the alien?
18.
Why does it seem obvious that Tommy would be the monster?

19.
Who actually are the monsters, according to the aliens?

Vocabulary List for Twilight Zone:  The Monsters Are Due On Maple Street

Have the student notice the use of these words or phrases in the program.  Also have them do a follow-up assignment where they describe events in the story using these words.

1.
reflective

thoughtful

2.
flustered

to make or become confused

3.
raise Caine

to create a great commotion; to cause trouble

4.
vast


very great in size; large

5.
incriminate

to charge with a crime

6.
insomnia

inability to sleep

7.
suspicion

to show mistrust in

8.
idiosyncrasy

oddity or unusualness

9.
crucify


to be very cruel to; torment

10.
scapegoat

one to take the blame for someone else


There are lots of other Twilight Zone programs that could be used for vocabulary purposes.  If you search your TV channel guide, I’m sure you will turn up a program listing for the series.  Tape these and create your own vocabulary assignments for future lessons.
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